MT. GIDEON BAPTIST CHURCH
TEENS NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2018 EDITION

Editor: Alecia Butler

Editor: Alecia
Butler

What Are Teens Thinking? What Are Parents Thinking?
A teenager arrives home one hour past curfew, without even calling. The parent may be thinking, “My God, he could
have been in an accident! Why didn't he call? Doesn't he care how his parents feel?” The teen may be thinking, “So I'm a little late,
I had car trouble and I gave a friend a ride home and we talked for a while. What's the big deal?” Don't they care how I feel?” Of
course they care but the ground rules or curfew must be well established. What happens too often is that parents don't anticipate
the possibilities of what could happen. They just assume their teen will be home before midnight and fail to set specific rules.
When the unwritten rules are "broken", they don't have anything to fall back on, so an argument starts. One of the things that
would help is parents writing these guidelines and setting them in advance. The parents should put in writing, 'If you come home
late, this is what’s going to happen. You have to make it very clear to teens. Even though most teens rebel outwardly against
limits, rules, or curfew, at least they know the consequences of breaking the rules or curfew and they will think about the
consequences beforehand. This helps to avoid arguments and confrontation.
Mom or Dad tells the teen to clean his/her room, but later finds the teen's stuff shoved into a dark corner of the closet.
The parents may be thinking,” We can't stand the way she keeps her room. Doesn't she care that we like to have a nice, neat
house?” Parents you have to be more firm and say,” Ok, if your room isn’t cleaned by a certain time, you don’t get to go to the
mall or you don’t get to hang with your friends, no ifs or buts about it!” Parents cannot compromise or give in to their teens. Teen
may be thinking, “I’m too busy! I don't have time to clean my room! It's my room anyway so why should they care? I’ll just close
the door behind me & no one will see it.” Teens have to start thinking different and parents can’t allow them to break rules
without consequences. Teens has got to learn how to obey their parents and when they do, we will have better teenagers, better
families, and there will be more love in the home!
Colossians 3:20(NIV) Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
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